TORRIDGE METHODIST CIRCUIT
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Welcome to Edition Number 115
Contact e-mail address is newsletter@torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk or
bucklanddave1953@btinternet.com
This is the 13th Special Edition of the Newsletter, which we hope you will find useful during this
period of uncertainty & distress in our homes, families, communities, nation & the wider world.
Any comments or items you wish to share, please contact the editor, Dave Watson by e-mail;
phone 01237 451437 or to 6 Greenings Road, Buckland Brewer, Bideford, EX39 5LU.
Circuit Contact details: Superintendent Minister – Rev Rob Blackhall – 01805 628041
Minister – Rev Andrew Vidamour – 01237 478453
Lay Pastoral Assistant – Frank Watson – 07446 157329 -: pastoral.torridgecircuit@outlook.com
Circuit Administrator – Sarah Richards – 01237 472649 – sarahrichards185@gmail.com
Circuit Safeguarding Officer – Jacqui Watson – safeguarding@torridgemethodistcircuit.org.uk
As well as the Circuit Facebook page – Torridge Methodist Circuit, we have a private Facebook
Group where we care share thoughts, prayers & other material on Torridge Methodist Circuit
Group. If you wish to join please push the Join button & I can add you.
Please pray for our Ministers, Rob Blackhall & Andrew Vidamour, for Frank Watson & Sarah
Richards and all involved in the varied life of the Circuit; for those connected to the various
Chapels & the communities in which they live & work.
CIRCUIT ZOOM SERVICES
There is a plan for a Circuit Service, to take place weekly on Zoom, which will use the Services
that are printed in the Circuit Newsletter. The Services will start at 10.30am on Sundays – but the
‘doors will be open’ at 10.20am. The contact/entry details will be send out during the preceding
week & the Service can be accessed via a computer/laptop with camera/microphone, I Pad/Phone
or using a ‘normal’ phone. Even if you have a device with camera/microphone & do not wish to be
seen – you can join in without the camera on.
If you do not receive an email or want further information – please contact Sarah Richards, Circuit
Administrator on 01237 472649 or sarahrichards185@gmail.com
FROM REV ROB BLACKHALL – SUPERINTENDENT MINISTER
Dear Friends
Is it, or is it not, permissible for a Christian to eat meat which had passed through sacred rites in
pagan temples? This might not be a question that we face, but it was a live one for the Christians
in Corinth. How do we know that? Well, we know that they wrote to the apostle Paul about it,
although we only have his reply (1 Cor. 8, 9, 10). Virtually all of the meat available to purchase
came from animals which had been offered on the altar of a pagan god. Whatever was left over,
after portions had been set aside for the god, the priests and the person making the offering, was
sold in shops.
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For some in the Corinthian Church the answer was clear – it didn’t bother them at all. Others,
however, were greatly troubled by this and it was having a detrimental effect on their faith.
Paul’s answer is, as is much of his writings, complicated, and certainly repays careful
consideration.
In 1 Cor 8 he writes about the primacy of love over knowledge, v 1-6. (The Corinthians valued
knowledge supremely). Also, Love comes before liberty. Two verses give an indication of his
position.
1 Cor 8:9 But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to
the weak.
1 Cor 8:13 Therefore, if food is the cause of their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not
cause one of them to fall.
Paul’s is a pastoral, as well as a theological answer. While, it may not make any difference to
Paul’s faith whether he eats the meat or not, he recognises that for others the issue is difficult,
and so alters his behaviour as a result. He urges that we proceed in love and sensitivity, having in
mind the needs of others.
This pandemic has been dreadful. It has causes pain and anguish. It has offered serious
challenges to us as individuals and as a Church. And those issues will continue. It has
accelerated the need for change in our chapels and the way we work – make no mistake about
that.
One of the things that has become more and more apparent to me, and was born out, by the
reaction of many to worshipping face to face on Easter Day, is that there are a variety of
approaches to retuning to worship in our building’s week in and week out. Some cannot wait, and
are ready for that. Others are more circumspect – and know that to worship in our chapels will
present them with significant challenges. There are a full range of opinions between those
positions too. Then, there are those, due to frailty and other things that have surfaced over the
last 14 months, who will not be able to attend as regularly as they did, or as they would wish to.
Is the full return to public worship our food offered to idols issue? There are parallels; and I turn
again to Paul’s advice. The primacy of Love is clearly there; that we as Christians should act in
love. Similarly, Paul outlines the need for sensitivity. I suggest that is something we are going to
have to exercise in the coming months; be the issue the return to public worship, or the future of
our chapels, or other things that may well surface in the coming months.
I invite you to be especially kind and considerate to each other in the coming weeks and months;
to be sensitive to the needs of others, seeking to understand another’s point of view, and above
all, to follow the way of love.
Paul concludes this section of his letter to the Corinthians
I try to please everyone in everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of the many,
so that they may be saved. Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Cor 10:33-11:1)
Every blessing - Rob
PS We have no idea, nor any indication, of what we might be able to do in our Chapels come the
next two steps in the Government plan on 17 th May and the 21st June. In the meantime, the risk
assessment and the precautions need to be observed.
As a circuit we are committed to:
•
the care and nurture of, and respectful pastoral ministry with, all children, young
people and adults
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•
•

safeguarding and protecting all children, young people and adults when they are
vulnerable
establishing safe, caring communities, which provide a loving environment where
there is informed vigilance as to the dangers of abuse.

Our Safeguarding principles apply very much in this Covid period. We are committed to
safeguarding people, physically, mentally and spiritually.
BIBLE READINGS IN MAY
For those of you who do not have a Prayer Diary (always a good publication to aid our private
devotions) here are the readings for the month of May.

Day
Sat 1
Sun 2
Mon 3
Tues 4
Wed 5
Thurs 6
Fri 7
Sat 8
Sun 9
Mon 10
Tues 11
Wed 12
Thurs 13
Fri 14
Sat 15
Sun 16
Mon 17
Tues 18
Wed 19
Thurs 20
Fri 21
Sat 22
Sun 23
Mon 24
Tues 25
Wed 26
Thurs 27

Reading
John 14:1-14
John 15:1-8
Romans
Romans
Romans
Romans
Romans
Romans
John 15:9-17
Amos 1:1-15
Amos 2:1-16
Amos 3:1-15
Acts 1:1-11
Acts 1:15-26
Amos 4:1-13
John 17:6-19
Amos 5:1-17
Amos 5:18-24
Amos 6:1-14
Amos 7:1-17
Amos 8:1-14
Amos 9:1-15
Acts 2:1-21
Gal 4:1-7
Joel 2:21-32
John 7:37-39
Genesis 11:1-9

Psalm
19
150
119:161-176
121
122
123
124
125
98
126
127
130
47
15
131
1
132
133
134
135:1-7
135:13-21
138
104
130
18
33
146

Hymn (Singing the Faith)
I heard the voice of Jesus say (StF 248)
Abide with me; fast falls the eventide (141)
Praise to the Holiest in the height (StF 334)
And can it be that I should gain (StF 345)
The kingdom of God is justice and joy (255)
He's got the whole world in his hand (536)
Jesus, lover of my soul (StF 355)
Soldiers of Christ, arise (StF 637)
Come down, O Love divine (StF 372)
God weeps at love withheld (StF 700)
We turn to you, O God of every nation (720)
We lay our broken world (StF 718)
Hail the day that sees him rise, Alleluia! (StF 300)
Lord, you call us to your service (StF 664)
Put peace into each other's hands (StF 712)
We sing the praise of Jesus (StF 315)
The right hand of God is writing in our land (StF 715)
Hail to the Lord's Anointed (StF 228)
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! (StF 186)
God has spoken - by his prophets (StF 157)
In an age of twisted values (StF 703)
Day of judgment! Day of wonder! (StF 732)
O breath of life, come sweeping through us (StF 391)
Where shall my wondering soul begin? (StF 454)
Breathe on me, Breath of God (StF 370)
I heard the voice of Jesus say (StF 248)
It came upon the midnight clear (StF 205)
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Fri 28
Sat 29
Sun 30
Mon 31

2 Cor 3:14-18
Exodus 33:7-23
John 3:1-17
Luke 1:39-49

100
139
29
113

Immortal, invisible, God only wise (StF 55)
Holy Spirit, rain down, rain down (StF 384)
Father, in whom we live (StF 5)
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord! (StF 186)

Daily reflections and questions to ponder may be found at
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-bible/a-word-in-time/
Also, you can find a pray of the day at
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/prayer-of-the-day/
WHEN YOU HAVE READ THE PASSAGE FOR THE DAY WHY NOT SHARE YOUR
THOUGHTS WITH A FRIEND?
BIBLE STUDY - RESURRECTION APPEARANCES
Tuesday 7pm / Wednesday 2pm
May 4/5
May 11/12

DATES IN MAY
Thursday 13th
Monday 24th

John 21:1-19
StF 250
Acts 1:4-12
StF 315

By the Sea – Peter
Jesus call us! O’er the tumult
Ascension
We sing the praise of Jesus

7pm District Stationing Preparation Meeting
7pm Wesley Day Service

THY KINGDOM COME

Thursday 13th May

ASCENSION DAY
10.30am Prayers and Coffee Morning

Monday 17th May

2pm PRAYER WALK
(See Below)

Tuesday 18th May

7pm CIRCUIT PRAYER MEETING

Wednesday 19th May

10-3.15 CIRCUIT QUIET DAY

Thursday 20th May

10.30am Coffee Morning
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The Quiet Day will be on Zoom from 10am until 3.15pm.
There will be prayers on the hour at 10am, 11am, 12 noon, 1pm, 2pm and 3pm. These will last for
about ten minutes. Please feel free to come and go; and then use the times in between for
personal reflection, prayer and reading.
Prayer Walks
Prayer walking is a great way to get active in prayer – it is as simple as it sounds.
Luke 10:1-2
By yourself, or in pairs or
Before 17th May – in a group of 6
After 17th May – in a group up to 30 (dependent on Government regulations)
Pairs will actually cover more ground.
Go when you are able. Decide how long your walk will be. You can decide ahead of time where
you are going, or you can simply ask the Holy Spirit to lead you as you walk.
Focus on “Thy Kingdom Come”
Plan an ending
Start from home or Church or any place convenient.
As you pass for: The Church
Schools – for pupils, staff and families
Shops
Council Offices
Cemeteries – for those bereaved
Homes – for the people who live in them, may be with a particular need.
Farm Land – for farmers and agricultural workers, for the rural economy, for the environment.
Medical Centre – for Doctors, Nurses; for victims of Covid-19
Village Hall / Meeting place – for those who gather; for the community
Emergency Services
Anyone or anything that comes into your heart.
Pray for the people you pass.
Maybe sit on a bench and watch the world go by.
At Home
Buy a newspaper – pray for the situations you read about
Watch the TV news – pray for the situations and the people involved
ON MONDAY 17TH MAY, SUBJECT TO GOVERNMENT REGULATION AND WEATHER
PERMITTING, ROB WILL LEAD A PRAYER WALK STARTING AT 2PM OUTSIDE
TORRINGTON METHODIST CHURCH.
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Jesus loves all - a prayer journal
Journey through the eleven days of Thy Kingdom Come using the prayer journal Jesus loves all,
written by Methodist Youth President, Thelma Commey.
Each day there is a passage from the Bible, a short reflection, a prayer, and a suggestion for
action. There is also space each day for your own notes.
Throughout the journal there are images to help you meditate on each daily theme. Let these
inspire you as you read through each section for that day; and add your own notes.
Author, Thelma Commey says, “It is my prayer that as we explore Scripture and reflect on the
unconditional love of Jesus, you will experience it for yourself. Jesus loves you”.
Alternatively Download from
https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/prayer/thy-kingdom-come/thy-kingdom-come-resources/
We have 50 copies of these for those who would like one. Please ask Sarah Richards

ADVANCED NOTICE: JUNE - BIBLE MONTH - MARK
Please go to www.methodist.org.uk/biblemonth
Other resources & training events can be accessed through the Eventbrite Bible Month webpage,
the Bible Month Facebook Page & The Bible Month You Tube Channel
In preparation, the following resources are on offer & is what is available through the Learning
Network
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CIRCUIT EVENTS
Bible Study on Tuesday 7pm and Wednesday 2pm
Tues 8/ Wed 9

Mark 1:1-3:35 Identity and Mission
Study: Mark 2:1-12 Jesus forgives and heals a Paralysed Man
StF 364 O for a thousand tongues to sing

Tues 15/ Wed 16

Mark 4:1-8:21 Mission and Boundaries
Study: Mark 6:45-56 Jesus walks on water
StF 251 Jesus Christ is waiting

Tues 22/ Wed 23

Mark 8:22-10:52 On the Way
Study: Mark 9:2-13 Transfiguration
StF 259 Jesus, on the mountain peak

Tues 29/ Wed 30

Mark 11:1-16:8 Passion Week
Study: Mark 14:12-26 The Last Supper
StF 268 Sing, my tongue, the Saviour’s glory

I would like to share the sermon that our Chair of District, Revd Graham Thompson preached at
the Presbyteral Synod on 23rd March 2021, a year on from the first lock down. Graham raises
some good questions concerning the future and our pattern of work. - Rob
We don’t need to rehearse here all that we’ve faced in the last twelve months - particularly as we
note that today marks the anniversary of the first lockdown and rightly acknowledge the pain and
suffering that there has been throughout the world ever since. And, for twelve months, our
churches have been doing the okey-cokey - some Sundays in and some Sundays out with some
shaking it all about added for good measure!
Our decision making - we contend - our decision making this year has been driven by the greater
good and our desire to love and support everyone. Even so, I’ve been disturbed by some of the
comments and antics of some parts of the Christian family and, whilst I understand those who
yearn to be able to gather together without masks; to be able to sing in church with others and to
be able to receive Holy Communion - whilst we understand all this - our deprivations are as
nothing compared to those whose loved ones have died and those who are suffering long-lasting
health or economic consequences because of the effects of virus. Our ‘suffering’ - if we dare
even call it that - our suffering is as nothing compared with what so many others have endured.
What the restrictions of the last year have taught us to put everything into perspective and that
includes sharpening our focus around what the Church is really for. We have started to ask
important and essential questions about purpose and resources and we have begun a process
which - if anything else - must help us to refine our mission.
It’s not new but let’s remind one another that when our churches worked hard at maintaining the
premises; worked hard at ensuring that all the different responsibilities were properly met; worked
to ensure that we were successful in following health and safety and risk assessment procedures
and kept a healthy bank balance and that after a year of doing all this we breathed a sigh of relief
- even satisfaction - at a job well done, but what had we achieved? What had we done? Some
thought we’d done well but all we’d achieved is the maintenance of our resources! And you
cannot help but ask - why are we keeping the buildings going; why are we fulfilling organisational
and statutory responsibilities; why do we need a healthy bank balance?
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Before the pandemic we knew - or thought we knew - that we were doing these things so that we
can be about the mission of God - the mission of love and grace and forgiveness and new life and
hope - the mission of Jesus. But, twelve months on, having been denied access to our buildings
and finding new expressions of church life through media such as Zoom, we need to think again.
Yes - we do have some beautiful buildings. Yes - there are several million pounds garnered in the
bank accounts of the churches and groups throughout the District. Yes - we are rightly concerned
that books are audited and the laws of the land are obeyed. These are right and proper things to
be concerned about - but they are not the primary things and they are not the only things. These
have been resources that we’ve used to spread the Gospel.
Meanwhile, this last year we’ve been an okey-cokey church because our focus has been on the
greatest tangible resource of all - people. We’ve sought to be responsible in our care for the
people of the church and those we seek to serve. And, old hat it may be, but the church is people
- the church is the disciples of Jesus - and the church is about worship and it’s about mission and
the greatest and most important resource we have for that mission is one another. I have
sometimes wished that we were as distressed and concerned when someone leaves one of our
churches or falls out with us, as we are when a building closes or the bank balance goes down.
The resource that is humanity - this army of workers - should be on the move - and no more so
than now. In the words of Joy Dine’s hymn, we’ve had our tent pegs pulled up by Coronavirus
and we need to be less settled and more agile than we’ve been before.
Now, more than ever, we should be part of that Methodist movement that John Wesley and his
successors advocated with such enthusiasm. When Martyn Atkins was the President of
Conference, he encouraged us to become again a movement that is ready to move. So, what
might that movement be like and how might it be different from what we’ve had in the past? How
might the resources we have now be put to work for the sake of the Gospel? These are the
leadership questions that we should be asking!
First of all - I believe we need - again and again - to reinvest in the role and ministry of lay
people. It saddens me when we ape those denominations that are dominated by the clergy. Our
Methodist Deed of Union makes it quite clear that there is nothing significantly different in the
status or place of the lay or the ordained within our denomination. In fact - it unequivocally states
that they are equal and to be equally valued. Yet - I fear that in many places, ministers have been
invested with more authority than they ought! To use my own role as an example - it never
ceases to amaze me how many people think that I can rebuke this minister or put that Local
Preacher right because of something that they’ve done or not done. I don’t have that authority,
though there are those who want to baptise me with it. And it isn’t just that lay people want
someone to do something - it is also that the ordained have colluded with much of this and have
allowed influence - even authority - to be granted to them. This is something of a bind for us all
and we need to work hard at redressing the balance in favour of lay people.
One of the ways this is likely to happen - as a matter of course - is the continuing reduction in the
number of ministers available for stationing. With fewer and fewer ministers available, those we
have are likely to have to take responsibility for larger areas; larger numbers of churches and
more members - and so leadership; the responsibility for everyday organisation and for kingdom
responsibilities will fall more and more on lay people.
However, what we do need is a more theologically aware and better trained and resourced
laity within Methodism. And the responsibility for that falls in no small part to us. In 2 Peter 5
we are exhorted to tend the flock and to do so by example rather than dominance. It is our task to
preach and teach the word of God and to administer the sacraments so that those in our care
meet with the living God and it is our responsibility to nurture and pastor such that lay people can
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effectively serve. And such responsibilities require that we offer a Christ-like example so that our
words are matched by our actions - so that we ‘walk the talk’ - as we fulfil our ordination
commitments to word, sacrament and pastoral care.
And secondly, we need to be ready to loosen our grip on our long held and cherished
institutional norms. We need to find new ways of being Church and if that means we
become smaller and leaner, so be it, especially if it means we become better at sharing the
Gospel and engaging in social justice. Perhaps it is time to let many of our buildings go and to
retrench into societies that are less community-focused and more strategically centred. Perhaps it
is time to use our resources so that Jesus’ disciples can be better witnesses where they live, work
and socialise rather than thinking that they can only be disciples inside the walls of a church
building. Perhaps it really is time to properly embrace the call to be disciples on mission that our
Gospel passage encourages us to be.
I know that as things are today, there are more questions and uncertainties than there are
answers. And, in fact, we should be as concerned with those who are certain that they have the
answer to the future of the Church as we are concerned by those who are just waiting for
everything to go back to normal. We need to live with the questions and the provisionality of
these days. We need to focus on God and God’s mission and not on what we want. We need to
give time for future ways to unfold and we need to accept that things will not be the same as they
were and …..…. you know. . . . there is no reason why they shouldn’t be better than they’ve ever
been!
I don’t know about you but I’m greatly challenged - even excited - about what the next few years
will mean for the Church and I hope and trust that - together - we will use our resources faithfully
and wisely so that the Kingdom of God is built among us and the Church grows. This is
something of the leadership that I believe we are being called to offer - it is a leadership that we
share for we are the people of God - the Body of Christ - and it is in Him - in Jesus - that together we live and move and have our being. And to Him be glory both now and forever. Amen.

FROM REVD ANDREW VIDAMOUR
Dear Friends,
In C.S. Lewis’ fantasy novel for children of all ages, ‘The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’, one
of the most moving scenes is when Aslan the lion, who has been killed but later restored to life, in
turn breathes life into the animals who have been turned into stone by the White Witch.
This episode echoes the resurrection of Aslan himself, and it brings new hope to his friends and to
the whole country of Narnia, which is transformed from its state of permanent winter to a glorious
springtime. There are obvious parallels here with the Easter story as the Resurrection of Jesus
brings new energy and purpose to the grief-stricken disciples, a transformation to be taken even
further at Pentecost.
However, this is not like a traditional fairy story where ‘everyone lives happily ever after’. Easter
does bring a message of hope, but in the resurrection stories, even more than in the previous life
of Jesus, we encounter the unknowable Christ who can be disturbing as well as inspiring.
As Julie M. Hulme, a Methodist writer on spirituality, puts it:
‘This ‘unknowable’ Christ is the One who comes to us, knows us, loves us, shares with us,
redeems us, heals us – but who remains someone we cannot entirely predict or understand, still
less control. This is the One whom C.S. Lewis pictured as Aslan, the Lion; good – but wild.
Untamed. Ungovernable, but not ungoverned.
11

‘So the Resurrection, at least as Mark described it, can never be a happy ending, however much
we may long for a resolution. On the contrary, it is the beginning of a new journey into a life that is
larger than we can know. Once and for all, it removes us from familiar ground, and casts us into a
wild and awesome landscape, where the boundary of death is breached and the spiritual
possibilities are without end. At the least, this takes a lot of assimilating; at worst, it is a terrifying
prospect.
‘But all this is consistent with what Jesus has always said and done and promised, so we do not
need to be amazed, and even our fear can be overcome by trust. The God who was with Jesus
from the beginning is leading us with him into a vast new place, beyond our hopes and dreams,
beyond our expectations. Beyond our imagining.’
So Easter is not only about life beyond death: it may open up for us new horizons here and now
as we may see, for example, that we as individuals are not necessarily bound by the laws of
revenge – forgiveness and reconciliation may be possible, although sometimes needing a few
risks. And, on a larger scale, the Easter stories also make clear that material poverty is not
inevitable, in this country or anywhere else; and so we may be encouraged to share in fundraising
and campaigning during Christian Aid Week (10th-16th May this year) and beyond.
The Risen Christ, like Aslan the lion, is ‘good – but wild’, inviting us to imagine how we and our
lives and communities may be changed in loving and just ways: may the Holy Spirit, ‘blowing
where it will’, envision and enable us to continue to be, in Martin Luther’s phrase, ‘Easter people’.
Continued Easter greetings to you all.
Andrew Vidamour
FROM FRANK WATSON – LAY PASTORAL ASSISTANT
In the month of May we annually celebrate Aldersgate Day (24
May), the day when John Wesley’s heart was ‘strangely
warmed’.
When the late Revd Peter Bolt went to glory, his wife Joan gave
me his complete collection of The Journal of John Wesley, which
I will treasure dearly.
Within Volume 1 (of 8), that life changing moment in 1738 is
documented. It reads…
Wednesday 24 May 1738
In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate
Street, where one was reading Luther’s preface to the Epistle to
the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith
in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in
Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given
me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.
As you know after this moment John began to travel the length and breadth of the country
preaching to millions. I can find only one mention of Mr Wesley visiting us here in the area which
is now the Torridge Circuit and that was to Bideford.
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Monday 3 October 1757
I rode to Bideford, but did not reach it till after five, the hour appointed for my preaching. So I
began without delay, in an open part of the street, where we alighted. One man made a little noise
at first, but he was easily silenced. All the rest (a large number) quietly attended, though the wind
was piercing cold, while I opened and applied ‘God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ.’
“May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world” Galatians 6:14 (NRSV). What such an appropriate verse
from scripture that Mr Wesley preached on in Bideford, given that we are right in the middle of
Eastertide this month. This time when we remember the greatest gift which our Father could give
us, salvation through his most precious Son’s dying on the cross.
As we begin to gradually gather back together physically to worship our Lord and Saviour may we
remember that it is not our presence within the church building that makes the worship. But the
being together as the people of God!
Most of Mr Wesley’s preaching was conducted outside in the open air, not in church buildings…
He was banned from most parish pulpits (But that is another story!). Therefore let us think outside
of the box/building as we re-engage physically with each other and our communities in the days
and months to come.
Almighty God, you plucked as a brand from the burning your servant John Wesley, that he might
kindle the flame of love in our hearts and illuminate our minds: grant to us, we pray, such a
warming of our hearts, that we, being set afire by holy love, may spread its flame to the uttermost
parts of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

CELTIC MORNING PRAYER & COFFEE MORNING
On Thursday’s at 10.30pm there will be a Weekly Coffee Morning proceeded by a Celtic
Morning Prayer from the Northumbria Community on Zoom – Login details will be available on
the Circuit Facebook Group page or on the email that Sarah Richards sends out at the start of the
week. Come along for a short period of Daily Prayer followed by an opportunity to share, drink a
coffee, have a piece of cake with conversation - Dave Watson
CIRCUIT SAFEGUARDING
I am writing this after the circuit zoom service that we had on 18 th April. One of the questions in
the breakout rooms was why or when might we describe life as a roller coaster?
The breakout rooms have given us a time to share all sorts of things but saying you are struggling
to someone is quite hard, I am not saying all of us but I would have thought many of us have
probably had a roller coaster experience during this time of restriction, some highs and probably
lots of lows. Safeguarding takes many forms, at the present moment it might be the phone call to
say hello to someone and check they are safe if you have not seen them at a zoom meeting they
would normally attend.
Why share some thoughts now you might ask, well it’s because over the last couple of weeks I
have been at the bottom of the roller coaster, for the first time in many years I had an epileptic
seizure, this has meant surrendering my driving licence, a change of medication dose has left me
a little confused until the new dose kicked in so to speak.
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At the circuit meeting I shared a bit about the district safeguarding conference, one session was
nurturing a sense of well-being I must admit I can’t remember much about the conference now but
the one thing has stuck with me which is was do something nice for yourself daily.
Another thing I would like to share is something that was said during a zoom meeting, to many it
was probably a throw away statement, if you are feeling down or low you don’t need to pick
yourself up, you just need to raise your eyes and look to your Lord.
Putting the two comments together, we could spend quality time with our Lord he is after
all the one who knows us best and keeps us safe in the palm of his hand. Safeguarding at
its best.
Jacqui Watson
WEEKLY SERVICES TO USE ON ITS OWN OR WITH THE ZOOM SERVICE
SUNDAY 2ND MAY - EASTER 5 VOCATIONS SUNDAY
As well as this being the 5th Sunday after Easter today is also Vocations Sunday this year. Today
we ask about what God is calling us to, as a individuals and as a Church. The last 12 months
have been a time when our sense of calling has been hard to find, but for others new callings are
emerging. We hope to be starting to gather again our buildings for worship soon, and when we
come together, we will all have changed.
Call to Worship:
So freely
Flows the endless love You give to me
So freely
Not dependent on my part
As I am reaching out
Reveal the love within Your heart
As I am reaching out
Reveal the love within Your heart
StF 499 Great God your love has called us here
Prayers of Praise
You are love, and all love comes from You.
You made people with the ability
To love one another.
The Bible is full of stories telling
How people have shared love and friendship.
Lord God, we praise You, For Your great love surrounds us wherever we go.
We can understand the greatness of Your love most clearly
When we look at Jesus.
You sent Him to live among us,
And to die for us,
So that we might be forgiven
For the wrong things that we have done.
Lord God, we praise You, For Your great love surrounds us wherever we go.
Your Holy Spirit lives in our hearts,
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Giving us the courage
To tell others that Jesus is our Lord.
Although we have never seen You,
We can show that we love You by loving one another.
Lord God, we praise You, For Your great love surrounds us wherever we go.
Because You love us so much,
We do not need to fear for the future.
We can be confident that whatever happens,
You will never stop loving us,
And You will keep us safe.
Lord God, we praise You, For Your great love surrounds us wherever we go. AMEN
Prayer of Confession
Gracious God,
we come to you aware of our failings and conscious that we have tried to live in our own strength.
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine.
We have resisted the challenge of change and not trusted your truth.
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine.
We have rooted ourselves in our wills and not in your word.
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine.
We have looked for quick fixes and not kingdom-shaped growth.
Forgive us and reconnect us to your vine.
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son, our Saviour.
Amen.
Assurance of forgiveness
Lord, we thank you that
when our faith becomes straggly, you prune it with your wisdom;
when it becomes malnourished, you nurture it with your grace;
when it becomes brittle, you strengthen it with your truth;
when it becomes barren, you restore it with your life-giving energy, forgiveness and love.
Amen.
StF 504 May the mind of Christ my Saviour
1 John 4:7-21
John 15:1-8
StF 513 Take this moment
Sermon
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit. (John
15:5)
1. Those who abide in me and I in them
Lots of people have attempted to summarise everything about being a Christian in a few
words – perhaps if you can’t think of anything else to do in the rest of the service, you might
like to have a go at it yourself!
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The two passages we heard from the Johannine community might help. 1 John 4 is a great
passage about love. We are surrounded by God’s love, which is so freely given. Love
comes from God the Father and is expressed through his Son, who came and dwelt among
us to be the sacrifice for our sins.
John 15 is one of those passages that tries to explain the relationship between Christ and
his disciples. Here the comparison with vine and branches indicates an organic union and a
relation of complete dependence.
In both passages Love is central.
So, one possible summary of the whole Christian faith: ‘You are loved’.
There you go, three short words, and it’s probably not good enough – because it doesn’t
mention God, or sin, or Jesus, or the Holy Spirit, or grace, or a million other things that
people would want to include in their sentence.
But it works for some people – because it helps us to hear those three words: ‘you are
loved’.
We live in a world where, sometimes, it is easy to forget that we are loved. There is so
much pressure on us to be better, the adverts on TV, the articles in magazines, things
other people might say or the jokes they tell can all make us feel like we are not good
enough.
Perhaps it is an advert for new clothes, which only works if it makes us feel like the clothes
we currently own aren’t good enough – that is how the company will persuade us to buy
new ones.
Or perhaps something that one of our friends or someone from our workplace, our
community says. They might not mean to be offensive, but they have their own worries and
insecurities and in trying to protect themselves, they put us down, or say something
negative about something that matters to us. It is easy to forget that we are loved.
But God loves us, no matter what. And an important part of the Jesus story is inviting us to
recognise that – to see that God is close, God is with us, God loves us, just as we are.
In a moment or two we will be reflecting on what it is that God might be inviting us to do
with our lives, our ‘calling’. But, in order to get to that place, in order to see the potential we
have, it is important that we hear that message of love. We act, not always from a place of
feeling guilty, but of feeling loved. The first thing God is calling you to be, is you.
We are not perfect, but we have been created by a loving God who loves and accepts us
just as we are.
Can we learn that lesson again today?
God is saying to each of us: ‘you may not be perfect, but you are mine. ‘And you are
loved’.

2. Bear much fruit
On this ‘Vocations Sunday’, have we hear again the invitation to respond? In what ways
can we use all that we have to build God’s kingdom, here and now?
From 1 John comes the reminder that if God loves us that much, then we must pass that
one by loving one another.
And from the Gospel of John that connected to him we can do amazing things;
disconnected we can do nothing. Connected by love we can bear much fruit.
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These two passages remind us that our good works should stem from our relationship with
Christ, rather than be the way to build our relationship with Christ. We cannot earn our way
to heaven.
In the hymn written by John Bell and Graham Maule, that we just sang, the final verse goes
like this:
‘Take my talents, take my skills,
take what’s yet to be;
let my life be yours and yet,
let it still be me.’
I invite you turn to the hymn now (number 513 in Singing the Faith – or see the words on
the screen if people are not using books) and spend a moment in quiet, reading them over
and reflecting on your own sense of vocation, your own calling.
Is there something God is calling you into?
[Quiet].
Perhaps there is something jumping out at you: perhaps there is something you have
been running away from or hiding from for a while, and it is nagging at you again,
perhaps there is something that makes you feel angry that you think might be a
prompting to be a part of the change.
Is there a new role you could be taking up, within the life of the church, the community,
your family or friends?
Is there a relationship you want to build on or attempt to rescue?
Is there a person, or group of people, to whom you have something to offer?
Is there a new way you can love your neighbour this week, this month, and in the
years ahead?
As a disciple of Jesus Christ we are all called: called into being, called to life in abundance,
called to love, called to follow, called to be the best that we can be. Some are called into
roles within the Church others beyond the churches walls.
God continues to makes different calls on us throughout our lives. The task of the disciple
is to be attentive to the movement of God’s Holy Spirit who might be trying to nudge us into
serving in a different way.
The Methodist Church is starting an initiative “Love This Calling”. The campaign is an
opportunity to ask the Methodist community, and beyond, to explore our sense of calling in
the time and place we find ourselves.
On this ‘Vocations Sunday’ we are asked to consider what part we play in the ministry of
God’s Church.
Am I called to ordination, to local preaching, to stewarding, to youth or children’s work, to
share musical gifts, to the position of treasurer or property steward that no one seems to
want to do? Or something completely different.
Each of us has to answer that question for ourselves. We have our specific, individual
vocations that are different; but those are part of our common vocation.
Christ calls us all to be Good News, not simply to speak about God’s love for God’s world
(though hopefully we will all do that to some extent) but to show that love through our
actions and through the way that those actions remind others of the actions of Jesus.
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We are called to be Good News. There will always be sceptics and doubters. There will
always be liars who try to get others to believe what is not true for their own ends. To them
and to those who are confused by them, the best answer that we can give is to be good
news, to live our lives in ways that are shaped by the things that we have believed.
To return to John 15 – what fruit is God calling you to bear this day.
So in summary
1. You are loved
2. You are called by God, but to what?
Amen
StF 663 I the Lord of sea and sky
Intercessions
Father of all, we pray for your church, that it may be a caring, loving and accepting church. We
pray for the outreach of your church, that it may seek out the needy, the outcast and the rejected:
that love may be revealed in action.
Lord, as you abide in us, may we abide in you.
We give thanks for the areas where people can exercise their talents, where people are free to
think and act without hinderance. We pray for all who are enriching our world with their gifts. We
pray for families and friends.
Lord, as you abide in us, may we abide in you.
We think of all whose lives have been marred by their past: for lives destroyed by bad memories,
hatred, guilt or resentment; for all who are weary of life, who are tired of serving others. In the
power of the risen Lord we ask for renewal, refreshment, restoration.
Lord, as you abide in us, may we abide in you.
Lord of life and love, we praise you for all who have borne fruit in your service, for all who have
forwarded your kingdom, for all who have shared their love and goodness. We pray for all our
loved ones departed.
Lord, as you abide in us, may we abide in you.
I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit.
In Christ’s name. AMEN
StF 239 Sent by the Lord am I
Blessing
SUNDAY 9TH MAY 2021 (SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER)
Call to Worship: Let all the earth acclaim the Lord! Worship the Lord in gladness; enter his
presence with joyful songs.
Acknowledge that the Lord is God; he made us and we are his, his own people, the flock which he
shepherds. Enter his gates with thanksgiving, his courts with praise.
Give thanks to him and bless his name; for the Lord is good and his love is everlasting, his
faithfulness endures to all generations. (Psalm 100)
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Hymn: ‘Praise to the Lord, the Almighty’ (16 HAP / 88 STF)
Prayers of Adoration and Confession:
O God, you are Lord of heaven and earth; you made the world and everything in it. Let the
peoples praise you, O God. Let all the peoples praise you.
You give to all mortals life and breath; in you we live and move and have our being. Let all the
peoples praise you, O God. Let all the peoples praise you.
May all the earth rejoice in you, breaking forth into joyous songs of praise. Let the peoples praise
you, O God. Let all the peoples praise you!
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Jesus said: ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.’
‘Do not store up treasures on earth.’ We confess our love of possessions.
‘Do not worry about your life.’ We confess our lack of trust.
‘Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.’ We confess our readiness to condemn.
‘Be merciful, as your Father is merciful.’ We confess our reluctance to forgive.
‘Love your enemies; do good to those that hate you.’ We confess our longing for revenge.
‘Do to others as you would have them do to you.’ We confess our slowness to do good.
(Silence)
Merciful God, forgive us these and all our sins; teach us again the way of Christ and help us to
bear witness to him in deed as in word. We ask it for his sake. Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer
Psalm: 98
Hymn: ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God’ (138 HAP/ 254 STF) / ‘As the deer pants for the
water’ (STF 544)
Bible Reading: 1 John 5: 1-6
Bible Reading: John 15: 9-17
Hymn: ‘God has spoken’ (64 HAP / 157 STF)
Address:
At this point in the Easter season, as we approach Ascension Day on Thursday and Pentecost
Sunday in a fortnight’s time, the stories of the Resurrection appearances and the pictures
associated with this (e.g. Jesus as the Good Shepherd and the Bread of Life) give way to new
language and new mysteries which may seem more abstract but which are deeply rooted in the
realities of human life and the whole of God’s creation.
And so our Gospel reading follows that picture of the vine which Jesus gives us as a symbol of
how God intends and hopes that our relationships are and will be in the light of Easter. In and
through the Resurrection, we see God defeating the powers of darkness and death with those of
light and love, but this is not only an event, it is also a process, a continuing reality marked by new
and different ways of being human compared to those motives and forces which put Jesus to
death.
Vines can grow to be very large (as I remember one such at Hampton Court Palace, for example),
and it can be difficult sometimes to see where the stem actually is. However, if a branch of the
vine is alive and fruitful it is sure to be connected to the stem at some point, and in turn the stem
is rooted in the nutrients offered by the ground.
So it is with life in Christ: if we are in friendship with God in Christ, so in turn we will be stronger in
friendship with one another. And this is a different kind of friendship to that based on a hobby or
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coming from similar backgrounds, for instance: it goes much deeper than that as it is based on
‘agape’, that self-giving love Jesus shows us so clearly.
And so it is not surprising that, in our Epistle reading, John uses the language of family
relationships to describe the depth and fullness which Christian love may reach. Many times, I
have seen the Church as being like a family to people, offering care and support, meaning and
purpose, and we pray that this family life is as harmonious as possible, and open to all people.
Questions:
1. Our Gospel reading is part of Jesus’ preparing his friends for his ‘going away’ from them.
How do you think they felt as the Ascension of Jesus approached and happened? What in
Jesus’ words might have given them courage and hope in their grief?
2. What qualities may we ask God to nurture in our Christian friendship and friendships?
3. What picture(s) of the Church do you find most helpful, and why?
Hymn: ‘What a friend we have in Jesus’ (559 HAP / 531 STF)
Prayers of Intercession:
Let us pray for the world at this time of pandemic, for the healing of nations, communities and
individuals, and for peace with justice, including in the fair and equal sharing of vaccines…
Lord, in your mercy / hear our prayer.
Let us pray for the Church in its worship and witness across the world in very challenging days.
We pray for the hope of the Risen Christ and the renewal of the Holy Spirit to inspire our mission
and service…. And we pray especially for Christian Aid at the start of this Christian Aid Week…
Lord, in your mercy / hear our prayer.
Let us pray for all who suffer in body, mind and spirit, through the pandemic and in other ways.
We remember in particular those known to us… As we ask your loving presence, peace and
courage for each one, Lord, in your mercy / hear our prayer.
Let us pray for ourselves, as we bring our hopes and our needs, our fears and our joys before
God…. Lord, in your mercy / hear our prayer.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Hymn: ‘O Jesus, I have promised’ (704 HAP/ 563 STF)
The Blessing: Light of the world, come to drive out our darkness, burn forever in our hearts, and
shine in us that we might shine with your love in the dark places of our world.
And to that end, the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest and remain with us now
and always. Amen.
HAP: ‘Hymns and Psalms’ - STF: ‘Singing the Faith’
SUNDAY 16th MAY - CHRISTIAN AID
Call to worship
O sing to the Lord a new song sing to the Lord, all the Earth.
Sing to the Lord, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations his marvellous works among all the peoples.
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.
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StF 706 Longing for light, we wait in darkness
Prayer of Approach
Come and celebrate our common home
All:
we gather with the family of humanity.
With the mountains, islands and deserts
All:
we honour the glory of God in creation.
With the lakes, rivers and seas
All:
we come to the source of living water.
With the land, its soil, seeds and sustenance
All:
we give thanks for God’s generous provision.
With the forests of great trees, the lungs of the planet
All:
we will sing with joy and clap our hands.
We join with the whole of creation, inspired by those who have gone before and the prophetic
voices of today
All:
We dare to praise and pray for another possible world.
To the glory of God, Amen.
Part one: The Earth
Psalm 96:11-13
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it.
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord;
for he is coming,
for he is coming to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.
Part two: Young people
These are the words of a young person living at the sharp edge of climate change in the
Philippines .
‘I am 19-year-old Glory, from the Philippines. I live on a small island of Tabugon, Carles with my
family. It’s beautiful and peaceful, with fresh air, coral reefs, and fresh seafood.
But it is changing. Living on an island is very challenging. I really feel the impact of climate
change. My message for the world is that, we must act on the crisis of
climate change. We need to be responsible. We should be concerned on protecting our
surroundings because this has been created for us. We have the wisdom to know what is right
and what is wrong.’
Greta Thunberg at UN Climate Conference
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VFkQSGyeCWg&t=17s
WHAT HAS CHANGED? By Carole Pegg
The sun comes up each morning and sets each evening at God’s command.
God’s people wake to each new day, and what has changed?
There are so many people in this beautiful world who suffer so much;
21

There is drought; there are floods; there is hunger; there is plenty; there is poverty; there is wealth;
there is home; there are refugees; there is war; there is peace; there is cruelty and injustice; there
is caring and compassion; there is intolerance and there is patience.
Which of these describes your life?
Which of these should we desire to change?
How much time do we spend in prayer asking for a fairer world for all?
How much time do we spend in action trying to raise awareness and change the attitudes of the
many who simply do not care?
We look back over our lives and ask, how much change has there been in the world to ease all
the injustices people suffer?
And what of God? He sent his precious Son, the suffering servant, to show us the way to love and
care for one another. How does He see our progress in the care we show each other?
So again - WHAT HAS CHANGED?
StF 102 For the beauty of the earth
Prayer of Confession
For the beauty of the Earth desecrated by pollution extinguished by forest fires choked by
plastic waste
Christ, our God, to you we plead forgive us for systemic greed.
For the urgency of this hour ignored by apathy or procrastination
wasted by ineffective decisions denied by economic interests
Christ, our God and Saviour, forgive us for selfish short-term behaviour.
For the joy of human love fractured by forced migration crushed by bereavement lost to
typhoons, floods, starvation
Christ, our God, bringer of justice forgive us for this climate crisis.
Absolution
God you know me.
You know that I can be loving and kind; and you know that sometimes I get things wrong.
I’m sorry for the times I hurt other people, forget to listen to you and don’t bother to take care of
your world.
All
God forgive you, Jesus bless you.
God’s Spirit help you to grow in love. Amen.
All
God you know us.
You know that we can be loving and kind; and you know that sometimes we get things
wrong.
We’re sorry for the times we hurt other people, forget to listen to you and don’t bother to
take care of your world.
God forgive us.
Jesus bless us.
God’s Spirit help us to grow in love.
All
Amen.
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Saying yes
Reader
Because we are God’s people,
All
we will care for each other.
Reader
All

Because we are part of God’s creation,
we will care for the Earth.

Reader
All

Because we are loved by God,
we will share God’s love with everyone.

Absolution and Saying Yes (Iona Community Worship Book, 2017).
Part three: Prophetic voices from the Bible
Old Testament reading: Micah 6:1-9
New Testament reading: John 15:9-17
CLIMATE CHANGE by Carole Pegg
Loving God, you have given us a beautiful world, where everything in nature lives in balance, by
your perfect design.
You created man in your image, but man strayed from the path you had planned for him.
Through our thoughtlessness, selfishness and ignorance, we have damaged our world almost
beyond repair.
Rubbish piles up on beaches, in cities, in the countryside, in our streams and rivers.
We have created a disposable society, where we throw away so much, most of which will never
be reused or recycled.
We contaminate the land around us and close our eyes to the fact that much of our waste ends
up in the oceans and is transported by the tides to countries far away. This impacts on many,
destroying their means of earning a living; poisoning their water supplies and creating a huge
climate change issue. This in turn affects the weather, creating droughts more extreme, storms
that are more violent, rainfall more extreme.
We have, by our actions, caused the starvation of so many; failure of crops; droughts depriving
people of a means to drink and to feed their animals; excessive rainfall and storms cause floods;
mudslides and homelessness.
How long, O Lord, will we let this go on without taking action?
Lord, give us the strength and will to pressurise those in power to take urgent action around the
world to end this suffering and injustice to our fellow human beings.
Open the eyes and ears of those who can change things; touch their hearts and minds and give
them the will to do all they can to relieve this suffering for good and to achieve it as soon as
possible.
ENCOURAGE US ALL TO PRAY WITHOUT CEASING
UNTIL WE HAVE RESOLVED THIS AWFUL CRISIS.
StF 255 The Kingdom of God
Sermon
Source of hope
Christian Aid has long encouraged the Church to find sources of hope so that we might be
inspired to take action on the causes and consequences of climate change.
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The biblical scholar Walter Brueggemann has shown us one of the tasks of such prophets is to
inspire our imagination, to offer an alternative vision in which the Earth might be a different and
better place, and then live that envisioned world into a reality.
Micah is one such biblical prophet, but we might wonder if someone writing millennia before
greenhouse gas emissions and ecological breakdown has anything to contribute as a source of
hope and inspiration for action on the climate crisis.
Naming the powers
Much like climate scientists and eco-activists have been clamouring for the attention of the world
in the past few decades, Micah begins his prophecy with a message that is intended to go global:
‘Hear, you peoples, all of you; listen, O earth, and all that is in it.’ (Micah 1:2)
Micah names and shames the corruption of the political leaders, the dishonesty of the merchants
and greed of those who control the use of land. He denounces their exploitation and oppression of
people and land, he sees these social injustices as integral to the idolatry of the people of Israel,
the misplaced worship and devotion to greed that religious leaders of his day have allowed to
happen on their watch.
As with Micah, so too climate injustice feeds upon the prolific idolatry and fallen principalities of
money, power and rapacious self-interest, fuelled by the myth of perpetual growth. These false
gods continue to entice the world away from a biblical vision of peace
and justice and finding our place within the well-being of creation.
If we are to imagine the better world presented to us in The Song of the Prophets, then we need
to begin with naming and engaging the systemic powers that have led to the injustices that now
mar creation and threaten the survival of life.
Creative campaigning
We do this not necessarily to condemn specific people, companies or practices, but to reveal their
destructive consequences and engage them in an imaginative and prophetic return to their true
vocations.
Micah does this memorably. Early in the prophecy, his incisive metaphors and subtle innuendo
play on names of the towns that perpetuate these injustices, leaving the message of judgment
abundantly clear.
Trouble is not just ahead
According to Micah, there’s a lot of woe coming to those in power who plan injustice and plot ‘evil
deeds on their beds’ (2:1), and even more trouble is on its way for those who are bribed to
proclaim that everything on Earth is just as God would have it and ‘no harm’ will then befall us
(3:11-12).
Climate chaos is not only coming, it is already upon us, not as punishment from heaven but as a
direct result of our behaviour. As ever, those harmful actions originate predominantly in the global
North, but most perilously impact the poorest people on the planet. The evidence Christian Aid
has gathered from places like the Philippines, Kenya, Bolivia, Bangladesh and El Salvador is
undeniable.
So what does Micah ask of us?
Do justice
God requires us to do justice with those who are the worst affected yet least responsible for the
climate crisis. To amplify and join with their voices in the call for climate justice.
To do justice also requires justice for the Earth, to acknowledge that the raging fires, flooding
rivers, devastating typhoons and species extinction are a result of the grave injustice of
exploitation and neglect of the natural rhythms we must learn to live with in harmony.
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Love mercy
God requires us to embody loving mercy and kindness. While this, of course, demands that we
act with compassion for the wounded creation and for its hurting people, it also begs what may be
the more difficult question: how are we to engage the fallen powers in such a way that show
redeeming mercy to those who continue to reject the radical changes that
are needed for a climate crisis to be averted?
Is it to believe with hope that perhaps even the most ardent climate change-denying politician, or
the most active carbon-emitting company has the potential to change? It also offers an invitation
to show ourselves mercy for any guilt we may feel for our own carbon
dependency. Such mercy might save us from silent shame and allow us to loudly call for the
system change needed.
Walk humbly
Walking humbly means turning to God in prayer, in continuous and collective prayer for the planet.
Joining with sisters and brothers across the world in prayer, we remind ourselves that the Earth is
the Lord’s.
In setting our hearts to seek God, we galvanise our courage to do justice and love mercy as we
respond to the challenge and join in the mission of God in restoring the Earth. Amen
StF 713 Show me how to stand for justice
Christian Aid Video
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession
God of abundant life, we see your goodness all around us and we thank you for every part of it;
from the plants and animals which play their part in complex ecosystems, to the dry deserts and
stormy seas which test the limits of life.
We pray that in this time of climate crisis and ecological emergency, you may help us to
rediscover your love of creation and to reflect that in our own lives.
God, in your mercy hear our prayer.
God who speaks through unexpected people, We thank you for contemporary
prophets who are challenging us to act on climate change; for indigenous people and their
invaluable knowledge of the land and sea where they live, for scientists dedicating their careers to
warning us about changes to the planet, and for young people striking for their future.
We pray that you will help those in power to hear their prophetic voices. Help them to see beyond
short-term political priorities and business plans. and give them wisdom and courage when they
face difficult decisions.
God, in your mercy hear our prayer.
God of second chances, we recognise the damage we have done to the Earth and the injustice
we see in society every day, all of it fuelled by worship of profit and possessions.
We pray for the coming of a better world with justice, kindness and humility at its heart.
We ask that you guide us to be co-creators of this new world. Give us confidence to follow the
prophetic voices to stand against injustice to people and to planet. So that together, in your
strength, we stop this climate crisis.
God, in your mercy hear our prayer.
We ask all this in the name of your Son,
Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray together. Our Father…
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StF 487 You shall go out with Joy
Blessing
May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory.
May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling.
May God bless us with courage at this critical hour.
And may the blessing of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us and on all
creation, this day and for the future to come. Amen.
SUNDAY 23rd MAY - WESLEY DAY
Wesley Day on 24 May is as close to a saint’s day as we get in the Methodist Church. However, it
does not commemorate a birth or a death, but a spiritual experience. This is sometimes wrongly
described as ‘the conversion experience’ of John Wesley.
John was already a believing Christian. It was the nature of his faith (and also that of his brother
Charles) which dramatically changed in May 1738. They appreciated for the first time just how
much God loved them and how much they just had to rely on his forgiveness rather than trying to
earn their salvation.
This transformed both men and led them to preach the message of salvation for all. Their
experience still has much to say to us today about how we should approach our faith.
As far as we know Charles did not write hymns before the events of May 1738. After it he began
writing virtually a hymn a day for most of the rest of his life.
Psalm 130
StF 503 Love Divine all loves excelling
Prayer
This opening prayer is based on one written by John Wesley. Let us pray:
O Lord God, I thank you for all the blessings and favour so freely bestowed on us. You have been
exceedingly good and kind to each one of us beyond all that we could have reason to expect.
We thank you that this chapel is open to us and that here we can receive the bread of life and
hear the word of salvation preached. Do not let your word be lost on us. Apply it to our hearts and
fix it in our memory that it may prove a blessing each and every day.
Pardon us for the things we have done wrong and the things we have left undone. Help us to walk
more worthily in the footsteps of Jesus. Above all, give each one of us a heart filled with your love,
lifted up in praise, and devoted to your honour and glory.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.
Collect for John and Charles Wesley
Almighty God who raised up your servants John and Charles Wesley, to proclaim anew the gift of
redemption and the life of holiness; pour upon us the gifts of your Holy Spirit, and revive your work
among us, that inspired by the same faith, and upheld by the same grace in word and sacrament,
we and all your children may be made one in the unity of your Church on earth, even as in heaven
we are made one is you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Romans 5:1-11
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StF 453 Where shall my wondering soul begin?
Reading from John Wesley’s Journal 24th May 1738
Wednesday, May 24. I think it was about five this morning that I opened my Testament on those
words, “There are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises, even that ye should be
partakers of the divine nature” [II Peter 1:4].
Just as I went out, I opened it again on those words, “Thou art not far from the kingdom of God”
[Mark 12:34]. In the afternoon I was asked to go to St. Paul’s. The anthem was, “Out of the deep
have I called unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. Oh, let Thine ears consider well the voice of
my complaint. If Thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss, O Lord, who may abide
it? For there is mercy with Thee; therefore shalt Thou be feared. O Israel, trust in the Lord: for with
the Lord there is mercy, and with Him is plenteous redemption. And He shall redeem Israel from
all his sins.”
In the evening I went very unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading
Luther’s Preface to the Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was
describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart
strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was
given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and
death.
I began to pray with all my might for those who had in a more especial manner despitefully used
me and persecuted me. I then testified openly to all there what I now first felt in my heart.
But it was not long before the enemy suggested, “This cannot be faith; for where is thy joy?” Then
was I taught that peace and victory over sin are essential to faith in the Captain of our salvation;
but that, as to the transports of joy that usually attend the beginning of it, especially in those who
have mourned deeply, God sometimes giveth, sometimes withholdeth, them according to the
counsels of His own will.
After my return home, I was much buffeted with temptations, but I cried out, and they fled away.
They returned again and again. I as often lifted up my eyes, and He “sent me help from his holy
place.” And herein I found the difference between this and my former state chiefly consisted. I was
striving, yea, fighting with all my might under the law, as well as under grace. But then I was
sometimes, if not often, conquered; now, I was always conqueror.
Extracts from Wesley’s Sermons
SALVATION BY FAITH
Preached at St. Mary’s, Oxford, before the University, on June 18, 1738.
“By grace are ye saved through faith.” Eph. 2:8.
All the blessings which God hath bestowed upon man are of his mere grace, bounty, or favour; his
free, undeserved favour; favour altogether undeserved; man having no claim to the least of his
mercies. It was free grace that “formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into him a
living soul,” and stamped on that soul the image of God, and “put all things under his feet.” The
same free grace continues to us, at this day, life, and breath, and all things. For there is nothing
we are, or have, or do, which can deserve the least thing at God’s hand. “All our works, Thou, O
God, hast wrought in us.” These, therefore, are so many more instances of free mercy: and
whatever righteousness may be found in man, this is also the gift of God.
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THE AMOST CHRISTIAN
Preached at St. Mary’s, Oxford, before the university, on July 25, 1741.
“Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” Acts 26.28.
AND many there are who go thus far: ever since the Christian religion was in the world, there have
been many in every age and nation who were almost persuaded to be Christians. But seeing it
avails nothing before God to go only thus far, it highly imports us to consider,
First. What is implied in being almost,
Secondly. What in being altogether, a Christian.
1. Now, in the being almost a Christian is implied, First, heathen honesty. No one, I suppose, will
make any question of this; especially, since by heathen honesty here, I mean, not that which is
recommended in the writings of their philosophers only, but such as the common heathens
expected one of another, and many of them actually practised. By the rules of this they were
taught that they ought not to be unjust; not to take away their neighbour’s goods, either by robbery
or theft; not to oppress the poor, neither to use extortion toward any; not to cheat or overreach
either the poor or rich, in whatsoever commerce they had with them; to defraud no man of his
right; and, if it were possible, to owe no man anything……..
If it be inquired, “What more than this is implied in the being altogether a Christian” I answer,
1. First. The love of God. For thus saith his word, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength.” Such a love is this, as
engrosses the whole heart, as rakes up all the affections, as fills the entire capacity of the soul
and employs the utmost extent of all its faculties. he that thus loves the Lord his God, his spirit
continually “rejoiceth in God his Saviour.” his delight is in the Lord, his Lord and his All, to whom
“in everything he giveth thanks. All his desire is unto God, and to the remembrance of his name.”
his heart is ever crying out, “Whom have I in heaven but Thee and there is none upon earth that I
desire beside Thee.” Indeed, what can he desire beside God Not the world, or the things of the
world: for he is “crucified to the world, and the world crucified to him.” he is crucified to “the desire
of the flesh, the desire of the eye, and the pride of life.” Yea, he is dead to pride of every kind: for
“love is not puffed up” but “he that dwelling in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him,” is less than
nothing in his own eyes.
2. The Second thing implied in the being altogether a Christian is, the love of our neighbour. For
thus said our Lord in the following words, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” If any man
ask, “Who is my neighbour” we reply, Every man in the world; every child of his who is the Father
of the spirits of all flesh. Nor may we in any wise except our enemies or the enemies of God and
their own souls. But every Christian loveth these also as himself, yea, “as Christ loved us.” he that
would more fully understand what manner of love this is, may consider St. Paul’s description of it.
It is “long-suffering and kind.” It “envieth not.” It is not rash or hasty in judging. It “is not puffed up;”
but maketh him that loves, the least, the servant of all. Love “doth not behave itself unseemly,” but
becometh “all things to all men.” She “seeketh not her own;” but only the good of others, that they
may be saved. “Love is not provoked.” It casteth out wrath, which he who hath is wanting in love.
“It thinketh no evil. It rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. It covereth all things,
believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.”
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THE CATHOLIC SPIRIT
“And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet
him, and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart And
Jehonadab answered: It is. If it be, give me thine hand.” 2 Kings 10:15.
But although a difference in opinions or modes of worship may prevent an entire external union,
yet need it prevent our union in affection Though we cannot think alike, may we not love alike May
we not be of one heart, though we are not of one opinion Without all doubt, we may. Herein all the
children of God may unite, notwithstanding these smaller differences. These remaining as they
are, they may forward one another in love and in good works.
Surely in this respect the example of Jehu himself, as mixed a character as he was of, is well
worthy both the attention and imitation of every serious Christian. “And when he was departed
thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him; and he saluted him, and
said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it
be, give me thine hand.”
Prayers
We are going to pray using an 18th century prayer that was used by one of the early Methodist lay
preachers and later written down by a Methodist called Elizabeth Rhodes:
Gracious Lord,
Be you light to my eyes, music to my ears, sweetness to my taste, and full contentment to my
heart.
Be you my sunshine in the day, my food at the table, my repose in the night.
Grant me sorrow for my sins, thankfulness for my benefits, fear of your judgments, love of your
mercies, and mindfulness of your presence.
Make me loving to my friends and charitable to my enemies.
Give me modesty in my countenance, gravity in my behaviour, deliberation in my speech, holiness
in my thoughts, and righteousness in all my actions.
Let your mercy cleanse me from my sins, and your grace bring forth in me the fruits of everlasting
life.
May I seek to know thy will, and, when I know it, may I perform it faithfully to the honour and glory
of your ever-blessed name. Amen.
StF 610 Best of all, God is with us
John Wesley:
Do all the good you can,
by all the means you can,
in all the ways you can,
in all the places you can,
at all the times you can,
to all the people you can,
as long as ever you can.
The Grace
SUNDAY 30th MAY - TRINITY SUNDAY
ON THIS SUNDAY WE WILL BE SHARING WITH THE CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL AT CLIFF
COLLEGE.
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In the morning at 10.30 am there will be a Bible Study and in the evening at 7pm an Act of
Worship.
The following is offered for those who will not be able to join in.
Call to worship
Holy, holy, holy is our wonderful God!
Creator! Saviour! Sustainer!
Let us worship our God of infinite mystery,
yet who is closer to us than our own breath. Amen.
Comment on Isaiah 6:1-8
Mystery and otherness pervade this passage from Isaiah.
Even the viewpoint is unnerving – God is seated on a throne, high and lofty, yet the hem of his
robe fills the Temple (in Hebrew hekhal – the main sanctuary of the Temple, about 10 metres
across and 20 metres long, some 14 metres in height). If one imagines that this was where Isaiah
was standing, he was both seeing an elevated vision of God (as if that high impressive ceiling has
melted to reveal the heavenly court above) but also almost drowning in visionary fabric, as even
the hem of God’s robe fills this enormous space. The seraphs, too, are a reminder that heavenly
beings can be overwhelmingly frightening. It is not possible to see their eyes, as they fly with
wings over their faces as well as over their feet. They sing out to one another, but there is nothing
comfortable or serene about the sound: when they sing ‘Holy’, the reverberation shakes the
building. Yet this alien otherness is also a moment of life-changing closeness. Smoke fills the
Temple – a sign of God’s presence – and Isaiah is touched with a burning coal and then
volunteers to serve God.
Isaiah 6:1-8
StF 11 Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty
Prayer of Adoration
Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
we praise you for the might and the mystery of your being. Amen.
We praise you for the uniqueness and the unity of your fellowship. Amen.
We praise you for drawing us together and for setting us apart. Amen.
We praise you in song, in silence, in the mundane and in the mystical.
We praise you. Amen.
Prayer of Confession
Father, we confess that we do not think enough of your mighty acts of creation, of the life, death
and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ; of your gift of the Holy Spirit. We take so much for
granted until things go wrong; even then, we are often reluctant to come to you, sometimes
because of our lack of trust in you, or because we believe we ought to be able to sort ourselves
out. We forget that you are more ready to give that we are to ask, and that your offer of pardon is
always available to those who are truly sorry. Help us, through your grace, to know true
repentance and the joy of your forgiveness; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour. Amen.
Comment on Romans 8:12-17
Romans 8 describes the transformational power of the Spirit, whose life comes to us through the
life, death, resurrection and ministry of Jesus. The letter to the Romans is packed with threads of
thought that are complex, but we can pick out the tremendous positive surge in this chapter: the
Spirit brings life; the Spirit convinces us (deep in our spirits) that we have been adopted by God
and are God’s children; the Spirit enables us to kill those patterns of behaviour and attitude that
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would otherwise eventually kill us; the Spirit does what the law was powerless to do. This is a
complete life overhaul, not an outward makeover.
Romans 8:12-17
StF 34 O Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness
Comment on John 3:1-17
Nicodemus, a leading Pharisee, comes to visit Jesus ‘by night’. We do not know what he was
hoping for, but he felt that the opportunity to talk with Jesus privately was worth risking the scorn
of his fellow Pharisees (John’s Gospel describes a hostile environment where those who chose to
follow Jesus would be put out of the synagogue; see John 9.22). Does Nicodemus have a burning
question about what it means to serve God? His comment in verse 2 seems to be his honest
opinion, not an attempt at manipulation (because he reappears in John 19.39, bringing a hundred
pounds of myrrh and aloes with which to bury Jesus). So, we might wonder what he hopes to
learn? Whatever it is, the conversation immediately goes in a direction that he does not expect.
John 3:1-17
Thoughts
Understanding each other
John and Josephine have just celebrated their fortieth wedding anniversary. Since their four
children have left home and married, they have spent seventeen years on their own, a time they
describe as “a new growing towards each other”. When they were asked why they still enjoyed
each other’s company, Josephine replied: “We’ve always had a healthy respect for each other’s
differences. And we’re still growing to know each other better. I just wish that we could have
communicated with each other years ago the way we do now. But perhaps our easiness with each
other now could only come about because of all the struggles we went through.”
The longer we are acquainted with people, the more we grow to realise how little we know them.
Family and friends continue to surprise us, reminding us that they are always more than our
understanding of them. We can all give instant impressions of people after knowing them only for
a week, but if we’re honest with ourselves we have to admit that our clarity is born of ignorance.
We can have epic conversations about a new acquaintance, but the lengthy talk is mostly
guesswork, makeshift images built from a few clues.
Unless we settle for stereotypes, understanding other people is a lifetime’s task. It is hardly
surprising, therefore, that when it comes to understanding God we can become paralysed by the
sheer magnitude of the mystery.
The mystery of God
The more we discover about God, the greater becomes the mystery of his presence and love. The
considerable knowledge of the Church can never dispel the mystery of ages. Mystery means that
we can never say the final word about God; there is always more to discover, there is always more
to share, there is always more to experience. In that sense the mystery of God invites us never to
abandon the endless task of growing to understand the power behind the world we live in. And
each year, Trinity Sunday calls us to reflect on the life of God.
As Christians our principal entrance into the mystery of God is the person of Jesus. He is the
Way, the Truth and the Life. He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, the
Word made flesh among us. As Jesus said to the apostle Philip: “He who has seen me has seen
the Father.” Jesus is God’s adventure among us. To make our journey to God we begin with him.
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And the Good News we heard today tells us that Jesus has promised to accompany us until the
journey to God is completed: “Know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.”
In the person of Jesus the mystery of God has a face, a voice, a language, a love, a life. In the
pages of the Gospel we meet Jesus’ friends and enemies, his enthusiasms and dislikes; we are
caught up in his struggle for what is right; we are challenged to keep alive the values he
cherished. In the three years of his public ministry the light from light shone among us. In Jesus
we are still able to taste and see the goodness of God. God’s particulars are revealed in him. “He
who has seen me has seen the Father.” To look on the Son of God is to begin to understand the
mystery of God.
The feast of Pentecost that we celebrated last week reminded us that we cannot begin to
understand the truth of God unless we are gifted with the power of the Spirit. Even the apostles
could not recognise the full truth about the Jesus they knew and loved without the gift of the Spirit.
The same is true for us: to understand Jesus we need the Spirit. To reach the Father we need to
go via the Son. So it is the mystery of the Trinity that is at the heart of the Christian life of faith.
Which is why we begin and end everything in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit.
The mystery of ourselves
The reading from Romans reminds us that we are not God’s slaves living in fear: we are children
of God, heirs as well. We have been granted the privilege of inheriting the glory of God, we have
been given the right to belong. So we can move around with the easiness of sons and daughters
who have to share in our Father’s inheritance. And if God is a mystery, it is hardly surprising that
God’s children are of similar strain.
If we are all made in the image and likeness of God, it should come as no shock to realise that it
takes a lifetime to work out and understand each other. We know that we learn best about people
when we really want to know them for ourselves, refusing to be satisfied with second-hand
accounts. Our love for people prompts us to know them better; our love for God urges us to
deepen our understanding of him.
Loving is the highest form of understanding. Our journey towards God and towards each other is
made along the same road. And when we journey that road in love and respect, the way we travel
assures us of our destination. That is the Gospel.
StF 378 Father of everlasting grace
Intercessions
God the Father, ground me in your being as we pray for those who flounder and struggle with the
pressures of life. May they see some shape, some purpose to life and find a way to move forward.
May their struggles become less tangled, and may they find calm in the chaos of their living…
God the Son, enfold me in your love as we pray for those who know little or no love, security or
peace; for those who live in fear and loneliness; for those who are shrouded in pain and
smothered by death; for those without family support and succour, the friendless and the
homeless…
God the Holy Spirit, embolden us to share as we pray for those who have no hope, no dreams, no
visions; for those who have no knowledge of you, who have not seen you, nor felt you, nor
encountered you; for those without faith and trust, those seemingly lost to themselves and to
you…
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, these are all your children;
for them we pray. Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
StF 346 Christ is the world’s light
Blessing
Wonderful God, help us to keep adventuring with you.
May we allow ourselves to be filled with visions of your awesomeness, and may we know your
presence closer to us than our own breathing.
Thank you for creating us, for being visible to us in Jesus, and for inspiring and empowering us
with your interweaving Spirit.
And the Blessing of Almighty God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Remain with us, now and for ever. Amen.
LANGTREE NEWS
Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox appeal 2020
We’ve just found out that our 93 Christmas Shoeboxes were delivered to Belarus, Albania,
Georgia, Serbia and countries in Central Asia. We are really grateful to everyone who helped in
any way to bring joy to children in need across the world. For more information click on the link
below.
2020 Shoeboxes Destinations… www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
It was a different experience this year with individuals packing boxes in their own homes because
we couldn’t meet for a packing party. However, everyone was very enthusiastic and 93 boxes
were packed with enough money given to support these boxes on their journey. Thank you once
again. Cathy Ley
HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE.
Peter Whatton will be leading a tour of the Holy Land, 16th to 26th October. The travel agency is
confident it will go ahead as Israel plans to be open to visitors in the near future. There is room for
three more in the group. Please contact for Judy Ross for details or to arrange a phone
call judyiross@hotmail.co.uk
NORTHAM METHODIST CHURCH
A CD of music composed by Ewart Cockram has raised £1000 for Alzheimer’s Research UK. A
video has been made of the CD, with music and birdsong accompanied by charming photographs.
It can be viewed online at https://uk.gofundme.com/f/ewart-geoffreys-piano-petals-with-birdsong
Any donations towards Alzheimer’s Research would be welcomed and can be made on this site. if
you would like to donate by other means, please contact Judy Ross by email at:
(judyiross@hotmail.co.uk) . Do listen to the video/music if you can. It is very beautiful.
Ewart’s daughter, Claire Parker, has written this background story:
“‘Piano Petals with Birdsong In Between’ is a series of piano sketches interwoven with birdsong.
Compiled as CDs for family and friends at Northam Methodist Church, and inviting donations for
Alzheimer’s Research, it has brought delight in the dark days of the Pandemic.
The project was hatched by Ewart Cockram, who composed and played the piano pieces. They
sing for themselves in short, charming melodies- tunes to carry in the memory and hum at leisure.
They calm, comfort and beckon new life. But what about the story behind the music? The
composer and his inspiration? The recording engineer, Geoffrey Hocking, who combined the
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music and birdsong? The generosity of so many donors, totalling £1000 and stewarded by Judy
Ross? It all sounds so simple, in this day and age! But there’s more than meets the ear!
Listening to the music, would you have guessed that Ewart was 96 years young? If you knew his
second name- Noel- you might suspect when his birthday was, and yes- it is Christmas Day!
Would you think he was almost blind, or his hands heavy and gnarled with arthritis? He is, and
they are. Would you imagine that until he was 94, shortly before the Pandemic, he played the
organ every week for a lunch club at Lavington United Reformed Church in Bideford? He did, and
at Northam Methodist Church too- and still plays the old grand piano and the organ in his home.
It is often said that charity begins at home. Ewart’s inspiration to raise money for dementia
research was a tribute to his beloved wife Joy. They met in Germany as WW2 ended, veterans of
the RAF, and ran a charity for orphaned children. They shared not only their love, but their talents
and their faith, bringing hope and comfort to those whose lives had been devastated by war. Their
marriage lasted 62 years until Joy’s life was pulled apart by dementia. She died six years ago.
Dementia’s terrible effects on sufferers and their families is well known but often underappreciated unless experienced. Ewart stood by her, encouraging her with love, understanding
and music, and looked after her with the support of a small army of carers, friends and family. He
and they witnessed the tragedy that so many people endure: that of seeing their loved one’s
personality and powers slowly destroyed.
The collaboration between Ewart and Geoffrey evolved over many years of musical conversations
during piano lessons. Sadly, Geoffrey lost his mother and sister to dementia, adding his personal
motivation to the project. He co-owns and directs Hocking’s Ice-Cream, the best-known family icecream business in North Devon! But he also plays guitar, sings in a North Devon folk band- and is
a skilled recording engineer. It’s a perfect partnership for a musical creation! Geoff got up early
one morning and recorded the birdsong in the Devon countryside near his home and wove it in
between the melodies played and composed by Ewart.
Piano Petals and Birdsong was given freely to bring joy, hope and a sense of new dawn, even
after the darkest night. And people responded from the heart- with poignancy and generosity.
They were eager to give! Envelopes of all shapes and sizes appeared in the post, under the door
or carried in by neighbours and friends. And, as donations flowed in, Judy discovered that
Northam Methodist Church might be a small community but so many lives had been touched by
dementia. Much research remains to be done. Charities have suffered during the Pandemic and
donations have fallen. Your generosity really matters! We hope you, too, will consider contributing
to Alzheimer’s Research UK, however small or large your gift. Please enjoy the music!!”
CHRISTIAN AID NOTICES
Christian Aid Week (May 10-16) is getting closer!
Carole & Tim Pegg, Diana Yendall and Lindsey Brayling are getting ready to start our joint
300,000 step challenge for Christian Aid, which we will be doing throughout the month of May.
This is instead of our usual fundraising activities in Christian Aid Week.
Please could you continue to get sponsors for us, and collect in the money! I’ve attached again a
form which may help you collect sponsors and money. Or alternatively, please direct people to
our JustGiving page. This is a quick and easy way to donate. The link is below.
However, if people want to give you cash or a cheque (made payable to Christian Aid, with the OR
26267 written on it) then that’s fine. Just drop the money and/or cheques through my letterbox.
My address is 14 Green Gardens, Northam EX39 3QG.
I will be banking it in one go in mid-June!
Here is the link for our 300,000 Step Challenge Justgiving page.
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https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/or26267christianaid300kstepchallenge
Christian Aid Quiz Answers
1.
Which country made the world’s first chocolate bar? - b. UK.
2.

What is the name of the mountain on the Toblerone package? - a. Matterhorn.

3.

Which character was disqualified second in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory?
b. Violet Beauregarde.

4.

Who was the lead actress in the film Chocolat? - a. Juliette Binoche.

5.

Where was Cadbury established? - c. Birmingham.

6.

What colour are cacao pods? - c. Yellow and green.

7.

How is chocolate made shiny? - d. It is carefully heated and cooled down.

8.

In 2011, the record for the world’s largest chocolate bar was broken in the UK. How much
did this bar weigh? - b. 5,792 kg.

9.

What is the approximate cocoa percentage in milk chocolate? - b. 30%.

10.

Which of these is a bitter chemical found in chocolate? - b. Theobromine.

11.

Which countries border Nicaragua? - a. Costa Rica and Honduras.

12.

What are some of Nicaragua’s natural resources? - b. Silver, copper, tungsten and lead.

13.

What is the capital of Nicaragua? - c. Managua.

14.

Where is Nicaragua located? - d. Central America.

15.

What kind of climate does Nicaragua have? –
a. Mostly tropical, except in the highlands.

16.

What kind of terrain does Nicaragua have? - d. Coastal plains and central mountains.

17.

What is Nicaragua’s currency? - b. Cordoba

18.

Which Nicaraguan city was destroyed by a massive earthquake in December 1972?
b. Managua.

19.

Nicaragua has the largest lake in Central America. What is its name? d. Lake Nicaragua.

20.

Which shape is enclosed in Nicaragua’s flag? - a. Triangle.

This is a Picture created by Maureen Farley for Pentecost – thanks to Maureen for drawing this
resource which can be studied or coloured in
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